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DNA FACTS

Tomorrow we will have a discussion on the issue of DNA databases.  This sheet is designed for you to get the facts before the discussion.  Read through each of these sources and write down the information that mention IT developments and issues associated with IT developments.

1. What does the constitution say about privacy?  How do the courts interpret it?
2. Read the DNA forensics paper and write down what IT developments are mentioned and what ethical issues are raised.

3. Read the USA Today article.  What issue is raised by the US congress’s law on expanding DNA database?

4. Look at the California Law Proposition 69.  What are the arguments in favor and against this law (follow link to full text of arguments in favor and against)?
5. Read the BBC news article on England’s law that is similar to California’s law.  What are the issues raised and the IT developments?
6. Australia also has issues over DNA storage in databases.  Read the “Duo fears for DNA privacy - Monash University News - August 2004” and comment on the IT issues raised by the professors.

7. How are privacy and security issues addressed by the Canadian DNA database?  What IT technology is used?

